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Background

• In 2015, the City adopted Charter Ordinance #223, which provides 
a process for the selection of Municipal Court Judges.

• On February 8, 2021, a Municipal Court Judge position became 
vacant due to the passing of Judge Ted Griffith.

• Pursuant to Charter Ordinance #223, the council appointed a five-
member Municipal Judge Nomination Commission, consisting of 
three attorneys nominated by the Wichita Bar Association and two 
non-lawyer members:

David Eron, Michelle Moe Witte, Ed Watson, Dr. Amy Bragg 
Carey (Friends University) and Dr. Sheree Utash (WATC)

2



Analysis
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This position is appointed to a term of four years by the Wichita City Council and is responsible for carrying 
out the judicial functions of the Wichita Municipal Court (WMC). WMC Judges have concurrent jurisdiction 
over all criminal and traffic violations involving the ordinances of the City and arising within the corporate 
limits of the City. WMC Judges adjudicate violations of the City Code, and impose appropriate sentences 
and penalties as prescribed by the laws of the State of Kansas and the Wichita Municipal Code.

Some of the requirements of the position include:
• Must be admitted to practice law in the State of Kansas and in good standing with the State bar of 

Kansas;
• Must have at least three (3) years' experience as a lawyer, judge of a court in this state, or full-time 

teacher of law in any accredited law school, or any combination thereof, for at least three years;
• Must be a citizen of the United States



Analysis
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• The Municipal Court Judge Nomination Commission 
recommended three qualified candidates to City Council for 
interview.

• The City Council must either appoint one of the recommended 
candidates to the vacant WMC Judge position, or request the 
Municipal Court Judge Nomination Commission provide at least 
three new candidates for interview.



Financial Considerations

5

The 2021 Adopted Budget includes 
funding for the Municipal Court 
Judges’ salaries



Legal Considerations
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The City Council has the authority to appoint a 
qualified candidate to serve as Municipal Court Judge pursuant to
Charter Ordinance 223. 



Recommendations/Action
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It is recommended that the City 
Council appoint one of the 
three finalists for 
Municipal Court Judge for a 
term expiring on April 17, 2025.


